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flesh is not eaten. No mine has been discovered, either of
gold or of silver. The natives nourish many bees, and grow
an abundance of cotton, of which they make cloaks like
sheets, and shirts without sleeves. This is the principal
tribute that they give to their masters ; and these the Span-
iards distribute in Mexico, in the island of Cuba, at Cape
Fondura, and other places.
In the province of Fondura, to say it in few words, there
were above four hundred thousand Indians when the Span-
iards went there to conquer it; but when I visited it there
were not eight thousand left; for what with those killed in
war, -others sold as slaves, and many worn out in the mines
and other unbearable labour, the conquerors had inhumanly
destroyed them.     Even the few who unwillingly remain,
like all the other nations that serve the Spaniards, whenever
they find the opportunity fly to live in some steep out-of-
the-way place, to see them as little as possible; so much
love and good will have they conceived for them!    The
Spaniards have built five towns in that province; but the
houses do not altogether amount to above a hundred and
twenty, the greater part constructed with reeds, covered with
straw, and ill-inhabited in consequence of the gold mines
being nearly worked out.    The principal of them, that is
Trugilio,1 at Cabo Vescovado, is situated on a little hill near
the northern shore.    A hundred miles lower down is Puerto
dos Oalattos ; and a day's journey from this port lies the
town of San Pedro, erected on a plain near some moun-
tains, not far from the river Vulua, and a lake that has on it
some heaps of earth covered with grass and bushes, which
move about in one direction or the other, according as the
winds blow.    Eighty miles further on lies Gomaiagua and
Graciadios (Thanks to God), which two towns are upwards
1 This Truxillo, for Benzoni visits more than one, is, as he says, on a
height above the bay; and it has U harbour, now defended by three forts,
from which cattle and timber are exported. (Trans.)